








 

                    October 25, 2011 

ACS Student Leadership Awards Selection Committee,  

As an Associate Professor of Chemistry, Chair of the Department of Sciences and Mathematics, 
and faculty advisor of American Chemical Society (ACS) at Newberry College, a small liberal 
arts college of 1100 students, I highly recommend Keyerria Howard for the 2012 ACS Student 
Leadership Award.  Keyerria is an advisee pursuing chemistry with forensic chemistry 
concentration and secondary education concentrations in addition to a biology minor.  She will 
be a fifth year student during 2012-2013.  Keyerria is both a national and chapter member of the 
American Chemical Society (ACS).  I have known Keyerria for three years as a student, advisee, 
member of ACS, NOYCE intern, and ITEC intern. 

Academically, Keyerria is an honors student who excels in her coursework.  Keyerria has been in 
several of my chemistry courses.  She understands the material, not just memorizes the material 
in her courses.  She actively participates in classes and assists students in the classes who have 
difficulty with the material.  She works well as a group member during class.  In the laboratory, 
Keyerria works very well in the laboratory, keeps an excellent lab notebook, analyzes data well, 
and writes very well scientifically as demonstrated in her formal typed laboratory reports. 

Keyerria was selected as a National Science Foundation Newberry College NOYCE Intern for 
summer 2010.  She worked at EdVenture (4 weeks), ITEC summer camp for middle school 
teachers from high need school districts in SC at Newberry College (1 week), and Governor’s 
School for Science and Math Summer Science program (1 week) as her 6 week internship.  She 
did an excellent job as an intern and presented her work as an intern at a poster session at 
Newberry College Fall 2011.  I served as her supervisor at the ITEC summer camp.  She 
prepared laboratories for use in the classroom and assisted the middle school teachers with the 
activities.  She also learned much from the teachers.  She was excellent in her position as a 
NOYCE intern and decided to pursue a degree in chemistry with a secondary education as a 
result of this experience (which will require her to stay a fifth year at Newberry College).  
Keyerria presented her work from the Investigative Chemistry Project at the 2011 Southeastern 
Regional Noyce Conference. 

Keyerria worked as a 2010-2011 ITEC student intern for an Improving Teacher Quality grant.  
She worked for 10 hours per week during the academic year with administrative duties related to 
the ITEC grant and 40 hours per week during the summer.  She did a fabulous job in her role as 



an ITEC student intern.  Keyerria served as a student liaison with all our grant projects and the 
ACS student member group to coordinate all of the grant activities with the students as a 
volunteer position.  She shows great leadership abilities in her many roles in chemistry and 
around campus. 

Keyerria is a member of the Summerland Honors Program, on the Dean’s List, and a SC 
Palmetto Scholar.  She has also been involved around campus as an Orientation Leader, head 
manager of the women’s basketball team, and member of the All Campus Event (ACE) 
programming board as Vice President and Secretary. 

Keyerria is very reliable, personable, and hard working.  I would highly recommend Keyerria 
for the 2012 Student Leadership Award.  She is the type of student we want to represent 
Newberry College for this award. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

     Christina McCartha, PhD 
     Associate Professor of Chemistry 

Chair, Department of Sciences and Mathematics 
Faculty Advisor American Chemical Society 
Newberry College 
2100 College Street 
Newberry, SC 29108 
(803)-321-5260 
Christina.mccartha@newberry.edu 
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