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VIRTUAL OCTOBER MEETING HOSTED BY ALBRIGHT COLLEGE 
 
Albright College will host a webinar and virtual LVACS  
Business meeting Thursday, October 15th from  
7:00 to 8:00 pm. Lorena Tribe, PhD will speak on: 
  

“Where will all of the CO2 go?” 
 
Many solutions have been considered to address the climate  
crises and to mitigate the effects of greenhouse gases in the  
atmosphere. One route to carbon sequestration is the removal  
of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere by injecting it below  
the Earth’s surface in appropriate geological formations. This  
approach raises the question about CO2 interactions with mineral  
surfaces.   Detailed atomistic first principle calculations such as  
Density Functional Theory provide insights about the nature of  
these interactions, allowing for the modeling of both surface  
complexes and of the kinetics of the adsorption-desorption  
processes. In this work we address the issue of the effects of  
water on the adsorption process of CO2 on montmorillonite and  
kaolinite substrates, chosen to model swelling vs. non-swelling clays.   
 
Dr. Lorena Tribe is a Professor of Chemistry at Penn State Berks. Tribe's area of research is 
theoretical chemistry and surface chemistry. Currently she is investigating interactions of small 
molecules with surfaces with her undergraduate students. Some projects are the interactions of 
small organic/biological molecules with clays for drug delivery systems, interaction of arsenic with 
environmental interfaces, fate of hydraulic fracturing fluid additives in the environment, and 
interactions of methane and carbon dioxide with shale components for enhanced gas recovery and 
carbon sequestration.  The methods used range from developing in-house programs on local 
computers to using front end software packages remotely on Penn State's super computers. 
 
Thursday, October 15, 2020 
7:00-7:45 pm: Webinar  
7:45-8:00 pm: LVACS business meeting  
 
  
 

 

WEBINAR LINK: https://american-chemical-society.zoom.com/j/83438030525?pwd=ek91cTlHTjNwN1E3WWNTWm1ZS3A1Zz09 

CONTACT: Chris Hamann [chamann@albright.edu] 
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3-4. LVACS September 17 Meeting 
Report 

5-7. NEW OCTAGON FEATURE! 
The LVACS WABAC Machine: 
Chemical History Vignettes by Roger 
Egolf  I. “Early Lehigh Valley 
Chemists – Edward Hart” 
 
8. October Special Programs: 
October 12 Halloween Chemistry 
Webinar; October 24 Chemistry of 
Halloween for kids in Cacoosing 
Meadows Park 
 
9-10. NCW 2020: LVACS activities to 
highlight chemistry of adhesion; 
annual poetry contest rules 

11. 2020 Awards summary; 
Diversity, Inclusion and Respect in 
Lehigh Valley Area: new LVACS team 
formed 

12. NISE/ACS Outreach Train-the-
Trainer Winter 2021 Workshops  

13. 2020 LVACS Elections: 
Nominations are Open!  

14. 2020 Executive Committee 
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Fall 2020 LVACS Events 
 
FOLLOW THE LVACS E-NEWSLETTERS, WEBSITE AND  
SOCIAL MEDIA PAGES FOR LATE ANNOUNCEMENTS  
REGARDING EVENTS. ALL EVENTS ARE SCHEDULED  
SUBJECT TO CHANGES IN LOCAL RESTRICTIONS.  
 
October 
Special Webinar Program (see page 8) 
“Halloween Chemistry” 
Speaker: Greglynn Gibbs, PSU/Berks 
October 12th 7:00 pm 
REGISTER: https://bit.ly/PSUNEAlumniEvents   
CONTACT: Greglynn Gibbs, [gdw104@psu.edu] 
 
Section Meeting (Virtual Format – see page 1) 
“Where will all of the CO2 go?” 
Speaker: Lorena Tribe, PSU/Berks 
Hosted by Albright College 
October 15th 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm (talk/business meeting) 
LINK: https://american-chemical-society.zoom.com/j/83438030525?pwd=ek91cTlHTjNwN1E3WWNTWm1ZS3A1Zz09 
CONTACT: Chris Hamann [chamann@albright.edu] 
 
National Chemistry Week 
"Sticking with Chemistry" 
Online events and poetry contest (see pages 9-10) 
October 18th -24th  
NCW Open House outside Da Vinci Science Center 
October 17th 10:00 am - 2:00 pm  
CONTACT: Lindsey Welch [lawelch@cedarcrest.edu] 
 
November 
Section Meeting (Virtual Format) 
"Our Pioneers in Chemistry Teaching:  
Or How College Chemistry Education Came to the LVACS"   
Speakers from LVACS colleges tell us their stories 
Hosted by Lehigh University 
November 19th / time TBA 
REGISTER/LINK TBA 
CONTACT: Ned Heindel [ndh0@lehigh.edu] 

NEW FEATURE: LEARN ABOUT YOUR LVACS HISTORY THROUGH A SERIES OF 
FASCINATING SKETCHES STARTING THIS MONTH BY CHAIR-ELECT AND CHEMICAL 
HISTORIAN ROGER EGOLF (see pages 5-7)   
 
2020 LVACS ELECTION COMING: see page 13…Participate in your section’s governance!  
 
Be sure to visit our new website [https://www.lvacs.org] often for the latest news! 
CONTACT: Nigel Sanders, secretary and newsletter editor, nigel53.sanders@gmail.com  
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Also In This Issue… 



Lin Erickson, Da Vinci Science 
Center CEO and Director, 
presents the Pennsylvania State 
Senate citation recognizing 
LVACS as recipient of Da Vinci 
Science Center’s Grand Maestro 
Award. George Ruger and Nigel 
Sanders accept the citation on 
behalf of the section. 

George Ruger, Section Chair, 
presents the 2020 Outreach 
Volunteer of the  
Year Award to Nigel Sanders, 
LVACS Secretary. 
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September 17th LVACS Section Meeting Report: 
Da Vinci Science Center and LVACS Awards  
 
Our first meeting of the 2020-2021 year, held at the Da Vinci Science Center on September 17th, was 
a socially-distanced success! 36 attendees (including 9 college student members and 7 high school 
student Chemagination awardees) gathered for a tour of the BRICKLive-Ocean outdoor exhibit, brief 
talks by Da Vinci staff and presentation of LVACS Awards. Lin Erickson, Da Vinci Science Center CEO 
and Director, presented LVACS with a citation from the Pennsylvania State Senate recognizing the 
section as the 2020 recipient of Da Vinci’s Grand Maestro Award. Because of the cancellation of this 
year’s Hall of Fame Gala, the award, for substantial contributions to the scientific community and 
the Center, was given virtually in early summer (https://www.davincisciencecenter.org/2020-hall-of-
fame-award-winners/). Lin also talked about the future expansion plans for the Center in downtown 
Allentown. George Ruger, Section Chair, then followed with our LVACS awards presentation, delayed 
from the spring. John Freeman, Awards Committee Chair, recognized Corinne Long from Pocono 
Mountain West HS as HS Teacher-of-the-year, Abigail Stocker from Freedom HS as Foundations in 
Chemistry Scholar and seven Chemagination competition winners from Muhlenberg High School 
along with their teacher/coach Audrey Smeltzer Schwab. George then presented the Outreach 
Volunteer of the Year Award to Nigel Sanders, LVACS Secretary. George also reminded the section 
members of the upcoming elections and asked them to submit nominations/self-nominations for 
the offices of Chair-Elect, Secretary, Treasurer and ACS Councilor. Roger Egolf, Section Chair-elect, 
then briefly reviewed the events program for the year. Finally, Tyler Groft, Education Director of Da 
Vinci Science Center, summarized the status of our chemistry outreach partnership.  
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Da Vinci Science Center and LVACS Awards  
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Judy Belaires, Lin 
Erickson and Kelly 
Martin welcome 
attendees to Da 
Vinci Science Center 

Puffins in Brick link 
science and art 

Visitors are 
encouraged to 
probe the 
wonders of 
nature 

John Freeman 
and Lorena 

Tribe consider a 
crab cha-cha? 

LVACS members 
and awardees  
 ‘swim’ with the 
dolphins 

John Freeman 
presents HS 

TOY Award to 
Corinne Long 

John Freeman 
presents the 
Foundations in 
Chemistry Award to 
Abigail Stocker 

Muhlenberg High School 
teacher/coach Audrey 
Smeltzer Schwab and 

Chemagination students 

L-R: Audrey, Amelia, Rowan, Kayley, 
Srigoury, Roxsonna, Sumbul, Rachid  
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The LVACS WABAC Machine: Vignettes of Chemical History  
by Roger A. Egolf 

 
I. “Early Lehigh Valley Chemists – Edward Hart” 

 
Very few of us today recognize the name Edward Hart, but at the  
time of the founding of our section, he was one of the most  
influential chemists in the entire country. During his career Hart  
was a teacher, author, chemical manufacturer, editor, printer,  
civic leader, politician, and scientific farmer. He did all this and  
managed to stay associated with Lafayette College for 50 years. 
 
Edward Hart was born on November 18th, 1854 in Doylestown, PA, the oldest son of a Quaker 
attorney, George Hart and his wife, Martha Longstreth Watson Hart. Hart had his first exposure to 
the science of chemistry at the Doylestown English and Classical Seminary and after graduation he 
set up a home laboratory and spent his free time reading as much chemistry as he could find. His 
search for new chemistry books led him to contact Thomas Messinger Drown, then a consulting 
chemist in private practice in Philadelphia whose ad he had seen in the local newspaper. After 
exchanging a few letters, Drown invited Hart to visit his Philadelphia laboratory. Hart was very 
impressed; he had never been in a professional quality laboratory before. Drown must have been 
equally impressed with the young Hart, since he offered to take him on as a private student in his 
laboratory. Edward moved to Philadelphia and earned his tuition and room and board by serving as 
Drown’s assistant doing chemical analyses of many kinds. 
 
When Drown received an offer of the Adamson Professorship of Analytical Chemistry at Lafayette 
College in Easton, PA in 1874, he took Hart along with him as his assistant. At that time, Hart was 
only 19 years old and had not gone to college. Drown disliked lecturing and after one year on 
campus he convinced the administration to promote Hart to the rank of tutor, allowing him to lead 
classes. The college also granted Hart an honorary BS degree, which was necessary for him to be 
allowed to teach. In his first years at Lafayette, Hart struggled with an inability to learn organic 
chemistry. He heard that a famous organic chemist named Remsen was to be the head of chemistry 
at the new Johns Hopkins University then being built and thought that attendance there might be a 
way to learn the subject. This new school had funding for twenty research fellows, to be paid $500 
per year along with the possibility of earning a PhD if they did not already possess one. With 
Drown’s recommendation, he was accepted and became Remsen’s first graduate student at Hopkins, 
and the first person to earn a PhD there. He finally succeeded in learning organic chemistry using a 
copy of Richter’s Organische Chemie and afterwards discovered that some of his colleagues at 
Hopkins “still were as profoundly ignorant of organic chemistry as I had been.” 
 
Hart returned to Lafayette in the Fall of 1878 as Adjunct Professor of General  
Chemistry with a salary of $800. Drown resigned his position due to a falling  
out with the administration in the fall of 1881, Hart was put in charge of the  
chemistry department and his title was changed to Adjunct Professor of  
Chemistry for the rest of the academic year. The following fall his position  
as head of the department was made permanent and he became the Adamson  
Professor of Analytical Chemistry, Drown’s old title1.  

 
1. Roger A. Egolf, “The History of Chemical Education at Lafayette College,”  

Bull Hist. Chem. Vol. 30(1): 41-50 (2005).  
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  “Early Lehigh Valley Chemists – Edward Hart” (continued) 
 
One of the freshmen starting at Lafayette in 1878, the year Hart returned from Johns Hopkins to 
teach general chemistry, was an enterprising young man named John Townsend (J.T.) Baker. Baker 
and Hart went into business manufacturing high purity chemicals in 1881 (one year before Baker 
graduated!), chiefly hydrochloric, nitric, and sulfuric acids, along with ammonia, using $500 that 
Hart had saved as capital. Within two years the business was profitable, but they needed more 
capital, so in 1884 they brought another recent Lafayette graduate, George Adamson, into the 
company. Adamson invested $2000 which was used to buy a five-acre site and construct several 
buildings. They incorporated the business in 1890 as the Baker and Adamson Chemical Co., with a 
capitalization of $150,000 and with Hart as president. Hart’s name was not in the corporate name 
because Lafayette had rules which did not allow faculty to be associated with commercial 
enterprises. The company quickly became well known for the purity of their products, but over 
Hart’s objection, the partners and other investors decided to sell the company to William H. Nichol’s 
General Chemical Company in 1900. Baker and Adamson continued to function as a division of 
General Chemical with Hart as President until 1913 or 1915 depending on which source one reads. 
At that time all senior management was consolidated in New York.  
 
In 1916 Hart stepped down as head of the chemistry department,  
turning it over to Eugene Bingham, who assumed the Adamson  
Professorship. Hart was appointed Professor of Chemical  
Engineering, a position that gave him more time to pursue  
his other interests. He also served as Vice-president and general  
manager of the Clinchfield Products Company at Johnson City,  
Tennessee from 1916 until 1918, but he was still living in the  
house on the Lafayette campus and serving as the chairman  
of the Easton City Planning Commission. 
 
Early in his career, Hart realized that there were very few outlets for American chemists to publish 
their research findings. He founded The Journal of Analytical Chemistry in 1887 and at first had it 
printed by local printers but found it very difficult to get the issues out on time, so he decided to 
become his own printer. Hart bought a small press, built a one-story building to house it. and hired 
one of his students who had at one time been a printer to be the foreman of the printing operation. 
As the journal became more successful, he added a second story, and in 1895 moved the business, 
by now called the Chemical Publishing Company to a new building on N. 3rd St. in Easton. The 
earlier building which he had constructed behind his house was converted into a private laboratory. 
Hart changed the name of his journal to The Journal of Analytical and Applied Chemistry in 1891. 
 
In early 1893, his close friend Harvey Wiley assumed the presidency of the ACS and asked Hart to 
take over the editorship of the Journal of the American Chemical Society. Hart accepted the 
editorship and agreed to fold his journal into JACS. The combined journal under Hart’s leadership 
was a major success, both scientifically and financially for the society. Many of the former 
subscribers of The Journal of Analytical and Applied Chemistry joined the ACS specifically to get 
the combined journal. In 1892, the year before Hart took over, JACS only published 436 total pages. 
Hart published 754 pages his first year, even though he did not get started until June, and averaged 
1300 pages per year during the term of his editorship. Hart’s efficiency as a printer was very 
profitable for the ACS, allowing the society to get on a firm financial footing for the first time in its 
history. Hart continued as editor of JACS until 1901, which his other business interests caused him 
to turn the journal over to a younger Hopkins graduate of Remsen’s, William A. Noyes. 
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“Early Lehigh Valley Chemists – Edward Hart” (continued) 
 
The story of Edward Hart would not be complete without mentioning a few of his most important 
contributions to chemical manufacturing. At some point in the 1880’s Hart decided to make and sell 
pure aqueous hydrofluoric acid. HF as I’m sure most of you know, is extremely corrosive and reacts 
with just about everything, especially glass. It was already known that wax is fairly inert to HF, so 
Hart experimented with various kinds of waxes until he found one which would maintain its 
hardness and resistance in various conditions of heat, cold, and moisture. This research resulted in 
the creation of Hart’s bottle with an interior lining made out of Ceresin wax. He could not patent the 
bottle because although its application to acid storage was a new idea, the process for forming the 
bottle had been used and patented earlier in the molding of wax fruit. Hart was undaunted, be was 
able to invent a novel wax stopper for the bottle which allow the customer to use the acid by 
inverting the bottle and breaking a seal. This system was so much better than others on the market 
for HF that the Baker and Adamson company were able to become the nation’s largest supplier of 
that compound. Professor Hart won the John Scott Medal of the Franklin Institute for the invention 
of the ceresine-lined bottle.  
 
Hart’s best-known invention was the Hart Condenser,  
an apparatus he designed in 1894 for the condensation  
of water-white nitric acid shown in this figure2.  
Hart aggressively marketed the condenser to both  
American and English manufacturers. Practically all  
the gun cotton made by du Pont during World War I  
was made from nitric acid purified by Hart’s invention.  
 
Hart was also very interested in politics. He served two  
terms on Easton City Council, and at least 18 years on  
it’s planning commission. In 1914 he ran for Congress  
on the Washington Party ticket, an offshoot of  
Roosevelt’s Progressive or “Bull Moose” party. 
 
In 1916, Hart stepped down from the Adamson Chair and his headship of the chemistry 
department. It is unclear if this was voluntary, Hart was 62 years old and it may well be that 
Lafayette was easing him out of his responsibilities. He took on the position of Professor of 
Chemical Engineering, a position he was well qualified for due to his experience in manufacturing. 
He held this title until his retirement in 1924, a year that marked his 50th year associated with the 
college. Lafayette honored him that year with a special ceremony on Founder’s day where he was 
awarded an honorary Doctor of Laws degree. Chemists from all over the country came to pay 
homage. Edgar Fahs Smith, Harvey Wiley, and William H. Nichols gave talks about the advances of 
chemistry over the preceding half century and Hart’s part in it. 
 
By 1919, with his teaching, manufacturing, and printing endeavors winding down, Hart entered a 
new phase of his life, that of scientific farmer. He bought a 200-acre farm called Cedar Valley Farm, 
hired workers, and set about finding ways of making farm work more productive. In 1925, after his 
retirement from Lafayette, he bought an adjoining farm, Spring Valley, which increased his holdings 
to over 400 acres. He wrote a book about his efforts in scientific farming entitled “Our Farm in 
Cedar Valley.” Hart’s family would spend summers on the farm, but the rest of the year they 
continued to occupy the house on campus where he died on June 6, 1931, from Bright’s disease. 
 
2. Edward Hart, “On Condensation; and Especially on the Condensation of Nitric Acid,” JACS 17: 576-579 (1895) 
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Just because we’re not out trick-or-treating this year 
doesn't mean we can't enjoy some Halloween Chemistry! 

 
VIRTUAL FORMAT: 
Join our own Greglynn 
Gibbs and the Berks 
Chemical Society on 
Monday, October 12th @ 
7:00 pm for this 'element-ary' 
exploration of color-changing 
flames! Register: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1m
5L3-9aKP4r2-
FHPNh8PcWhg2GxIk7G75kvh2uyA
6ZM/viewform?edit_requested=true  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and…IN-PERSON, SOCIALLY-DISTANCED FORMAT FOR YOUNG GOBLINS! 
Chemistry for Halloween – #1893 

Location: Cacoosing Meadows Park pavilion, Township of Spring, PA  

Date:  Saturday, October 24, 2020 
Time:  11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Ages: 4+ 
Cost:  FREE 
Deadline registration: October 22, 2020 

Join the Penn State Berks Chemical Society for a spooky, fun and educational program that engages children in discovering chemistry. 
This is an innovative, hands-on opportunity for children to run simple (and possibly slimey) experiments and explore basic chemistry 
concepts perfect for Halloween surprises!  

Registration [required]: https://apm.activecommunities.com/springtwpparksandrecreation/Activity_Search/1898  
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NATIONAL CHEMISTRY WEEK… IN TIME OF PANDEMIC  
 

The American Chemical Society is encouraging all local sections to 
engage the public during National Chemistry Week (NCW) 2020, 
October 18-24, by virtual means owing to the continuing COVID-19 
health and safety guidelines from the CDC. This year’s theme, 
“Sticking with Chemistry” is all about adhesion phenomena, 
natural and man-made: Geckos to glue-pots!  

LVACS will be posting video demonstrations on our own media 
(lvacs.org and FB) as well as on Da Vinci Science Center’s website.  

On Saturday, October 17th, we’ll have a limited number of people 
on hand outside of Da Vinci to talk about ACS, NCW and the 
chemistry of adhesion from 10 am until 2 pm. Look for us at the 
outdoor welcome center for the BRICKLive-Ocean exhibit (open 
now through November 1st). There’ll be hand-outs for all!   

Student Chapters: Be Chosen BEST IN SHOW for your 
unique approach to Chemistry that ‘Sticks’ in People’s minds 
(LOL)! Submit your activity/event to us for a special prize!! 

Please submit a one-page narrative that addresses the following criteria:  
How did the activity significantly incorporate the national NCW theme?  
How did the activity Communicate Chemistry's Value?  
How did the activity present the LVACS as a resource to the community?  
How did the activity reach the outside community (public involvement)?  
How did the activity involve most or all the chapter members?  
How did the event benefit the chapter in a special way? 
Submit your entry: Nigel Sanders, LVACS secretary, nigel53.sanders@gmail.com  

 
More information about NCW 2020 can be found on the ACS website at: 
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/education/outreach/ncw.html  
 
Lindsey Welch, LVACS NCW COORDINATOR, is planning section-wide events 
and is looking for your ideas! CONTACT her at lawelch@cedarcrest.edu 
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NATIONAL 
CHEMISTRY WEEK’S 
ANNUAL POETRY 
CONTEST IS ON!!! 

The Lehigh Valley Local Section of the American Chemical Society (ACS) is  
sponsoring an illustrated poem contest for students in Kindergarten through  
12th grade. 

 
Contest Deadline: Sunday October 25, 2020 
 
Prizes: ACS Gifts 
 
Contact: Dr. Lindsey A. Welch (lawelch@cedarcrest.edu) 
 
Winners of the Lehigh Valley Local Section’s Illustrated Poem Contest will advance to the National Illustrated 
Poem Contest for a chance to be featured on the ACS website and to win prizes!  Online Entry:  
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/education/outreach/ncw/plan-an-event/illustrated-poem-contest.html 
 

 
Write and illustrate a poem using the NCW theme, “Sticking with Chemistry.” 

Your poem must be no more than 40 words and in the following styles to be considered: 
 

HAIKU  -  LIMERICK  -  ODE  -  ABC POEM  -  FREE VERSE  -  END RHYME  -  BLANK VERSE 
 
 
Possible topics related to the theme include: 

 
 
 
Entries will be judged based upon: 
 
 

 
Contest rules: 
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 All poems must be no more than 40 words, and in one of the 
following styles to be considered: Haiku, Limerick, Ode, ABC 
poem, Free verse, End rhyme, and Blank verse. 

 Entries are judged based upon relevance to and incorporation 
of the NCW theme, word choice and imagery, colorful artwork, 
adherence to poem style, originality and creativity, and overall 
presentation. 

 All entries must be original works without aid from others. 
Poems may be submitted by hand on an unlined sheet of paper 
not larger than 11” by 14” or scanned and sent via email. 
Illustrations may be created using crayons, watercolors, other 
types of paint, colored pencils, or markers. The illustration may 
also be electronically created by using a digital painting and 
drawing app on a computer, tablet, or mobile device. 

 The text of the poem should be easy to read and may be typed 
before the hand-drawn or digital illustration is added, or the 
poem may be written on lined paper, which is cut out and 
pasted onto the unlined paper with the illustration. 

 No clipart or unoriginal images can be used. 
 Only one entry per student will be accepted; all entries must 

include an entry form. If the illustration is created using a digital 
painting or drawing app, the name of the program must be 
included on the entry form. 

 All illustrated poems and/or digital representations of the 
poems become the property of the American Chemical 
Society. 

 Acceptance of prizes constitutes consent to use winners’ 
names, likenesses, and entries for editorial, advertising, and 
publicity purposes. 

Glue  Slime  Tape  Adhesives  

Geckos  Polymers Adhesion Cohesion

 Artistic Merit - use of color, quality of drawing, design, and layout 
 Poem Message - fun, motivational, inspiring about yearly theme 
 Originality Creativity - unique, clever and/or creative design 
 Neatness - free of spelling and grammatical errors 



Greglynn Gibbs, Penn State/Berks, gdw104@psu.edu 
Jeremy Heyman, Northampton CC, jheyman@northampton.edu   
Nigel Sanders, LVACS Secretary, nigel53.sanders@gmail.com 
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LEHIGH VALLEY ACS ANNOUNCES DELAYED 2020 AWARDS 
Our Awards Program for 2020 suffered a severe setback due to COVID-19 but we were able to make 
some of our usual recognitions (see the September meeting report in this issue and the list below).  
 

   We are hoping for less disruption  
  in the 2021 cycle so don’t hold  
   back on nominating your worthy  
   colleagues for a much-deserved  
   award for their hard work and  
   commitment! Please congratulate 
   our 2020 winners on their unique 
   achievements! 

 
- Undergraduate senior awards (awarded to the top student in each college in the LVACS area*)   

- Foundation in Chemistry Award to Abigail Stocker of Freedom HS* ($1000; attending DeSales U). 
- High School Teacher of the Year to Corinne Long of Pocono Mountain West HS ($500).  
- Small College Teacher of the Year (not awarded this year). 
- Organic Chemistry Award to Emily Saulino of Moravian College ($1000 + $100 for best essay).      
- Chemagination Competition Awards to 10 students from Muhlenberg HS (5 awarded at MARM**) 
- Chemistry Olympiad (virtual): 22 students; 10 in 2nd round failed to make final cut (boo-hoo!)* 
- ACS Project SEED and Scholars Program: 3 HS students completed the summer virtual camp. 
- Outreach Volunteer of the Year to Nigel Sanders, LVACS Secretary. 
- Advancing Diversity Award to Celia Williams, LVACS Alternate Councilor. 

*    see the May 2020 issue for details https://www.lvacs.org/octagon-newsletters.  

 **  see the September 2020 issue for details https://www.lvacs.org/octagon-newsletters 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 
 

Diversity, Inclusion and Respect in the Lehigh Valley Area 
 
This fall, ACS is encouraging local sections to develop their own programs to advance Diversity, 
Inclusion and Respect (DI&R) through special grants. The Diversity, Inclusion, and Respect Grant for 
Local Sections will provide up to $2000 in funding for meaningful programming/activities that 
advance this core value. In developing proposals, ACS would like sections to keep in mind: 

- Programs which have broad impact and stimulate sustained DI&R awareness in the section.  
 - Avoiding the 'deficit model' (i.e. ‘marginalized’ people have a deficit that must be overcome).  
 - Including color, religion, sex/gender identity/orientation and disability as well as race. 
For a full description of the grant requirements visit: 
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/membership-and-networks/ls/grantsawards.html .  
 
An LVACS team is writing a proposal “LVACS After School Chemistry Partnership” and is looking 
for additional input. We are considering an after-school chemistry partnership to provide an 
interactive, virtual, after-school chemistry extension program via Zoom. The program will be run as 
a series and will take place over the course of a week to several weeks, allowing LVACS members 
representing different facets of diversity to participate.     
 
Ideas? Interested in participating?  
CONTACT the LVACS DI&R team!  
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Let’s Do Chemistry Train-the-Trainer Workshops 
Using the framework developed through the ChemAttitudes  
project, the Let's Do Chemistry Train-the-Trainer Online  
Workshop shares what was learned about activity content,  
format, and facilitation with members of the chemistry  
community who are in a position to train others in the  
techniques for making their own chemistry outreach activities  
better at stimulating interest, sense of relevance, and feelings  
of self-efficacy. These workshops are open to ACS members. 
 
Winter 2021: Let's Do Chemistry Train-the-Trainer Online Workshops 3 and 4 

Will take place the week of January 11, 2021 through the week of February 8, 2021.  
Preparatory work for the first online session will take place a week prior to the first online session. 

 Workshop 3 online sessions will take place on Thursdays from 3:00 - 4:30 PM Eastern / 
12:00 - 1:30 PM Pacific 

o Sessions include: 1/14/2021; 1/21; 1/28; 2/4; and 2/11 
 Workshop 4 online sessions will take place on Fridays from 12:00 - 1:30 PM Eastern / 

9:00 - 10:30 AM Pacific 
o Sessions include: 1/15/2021; 1/22; 1/29; 2/5; and 2/12 

 Friday, December 11, 2020: Final application deadline for Workshops 3 and 4 
 Friday, December 18, 2020: Applicants notified of their participation in Workshops 3 and 4 

Participant Expectations and Workshop Stipend(s) 

If selected as an online workshop participant, you will receive a $1,000 stipend following the 
completion of the workshop if the following expectations are met to the best of your 
ability, including: 

 Required:  
o Complete online session preparatory work 
o Attend and participate in five 75-90 minute online sessions, which will take place once a week 

over the course of five weeks 
o Complete and submit post-online session written exercises 
o Optional: Participate in post-workshop evaluation (i.e., survey) 

 Optional: Following participation in the online train-the-trainer workshop, participants will have 
an opportunity to apply for an additional $500 stipend to support their own educator, staff, or 
volunteer training, either online or in-person, incorporating the ChemAttitudes framework.  

 
A total of 15 workshop applicants will be selected to participate in each of the four online Train-the-
Trainer Workshops (60 participants total). The ChemAttitudes project team will review the workshop 
applications on a rolling basis and select applicants that meet the eligibility criteria. Successful 
applicants will demonstrate strong alignment with the project goals and help the project reach diverse 
audiences. INTERESTED? Visit: https://www.nisenet.org/lets-do-chemistry-train-trainer-workshops-info  
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NOMINATIONS FOR 2020 LVACS ELECTIONS ARE OPEN 
The LVACS offices of CHAIR-ELECT, SECRETARY, 
TREASURER, COUNCILOR and ALTERNATE 
COUNCILOR are open for nominations for this 
fall’s annual elections in November.  
Elected candidates terms begin January 1, 2021. 

        
CHAIR-ELECT. Presides in the absence of the Chair and acts as chair of the Program Committee 
which plans and arranges the section's meeting programs for the academic year commencing in the 
fall. In addition, the chair-elect serves as the primary speaker planner for the section and has access 
to the ACS Online Speaker Directory (www.speakers.acs.org). The Chair-elect will succeed to the 
position of Chair in 2022 and to the position of Immediate Past Chair in 2023.   
 
SECRETARY. Maintains the membership list and other section records including the section’s 
membership roster, downloadable monthly from the ACS website. Each year, the section secretary 
must certify to the ACS Executive Director the names and terms of office of all section councilors 
and alternate councilors. The secretary is depended upon for section administration, including 
recording and maintaining a complete file of minutes of all general membership and executive 
committee meetings, retaining documents of importance and writing regular section 
correspondence. The secretary also publishes meeting notices, newsletters and distributes election 
ballots. 
 
TREASURER. Receives and disburses the section's operating funds and is responsible for accounting 
for all section moneys, including annual ACS allotments, local membership dues, program revenues, 
investments and expenses. The treasurer is expected to maintain accurate financial records for the 
section and prepare budgets and periodic reports on the section's fiscal condition. The treasurer is 
also responsible for filing Internal Revenue Service Forms and for preparing the annual section 
financial report for ACS.  

ACS COUNCILOR and ALTERNATE COUNCILOR. Serve 3-year terms. There are presently two 
councilors and two alternates serving overlapping terms with one year in every three having no 
council election. Councilors (and Alternates, if so appointed) represent the section at ACS Council 
meetings and report actions of Council to the section at meetings and in section newsletters and 
other media. They attend the National ACS meetings and may serve on National Committees as 
appointed. Customarily, the candidate receiving the second-highest number of votes is Alternate. 

The Chair-elect, Secretary and Treasurer are officers of the Section and members of the Executive 
Committee, the Governing body of the Section. Together with the Chair, the Immediate Past Chair and the 
Councilors/Alternate Councilors, the EC conducts, manages, and directs the business and affairs of the 
Section in accordance with the Constitution and Bylaws of ACS and the Section. All members in good 
standing are eligible to serve in these positions with the exception that Student Members may not serve as 
treasurer or Councilor/Alternate.  

The nomination process closes in late October so NOW is the time to let us  
know which of your colleagues would make a fine contribution to your  
section’s governance! Is that YOU? Self-nominations are highly encouraged, too!! 
 
CONTACT: George Ruger, chair [gruger04@yahoo.com] 
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LEHIGH VALLEY SECTION OF THE AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY 
2020 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 
OFFICERS     COUNCILORS 
 
Chair:       Jeanne Berk (term ends 12/31/21) 
George Ruger     jrberk@cedarcrest.edu  
gruger04@yahoo.com  
 
 
 
 
 
Chair Elect: 
Roger Egolf      Kelley Caflin (term ends 12/31/20)  
rae4@psu.edu      caflinacs@yahoo.com  
 
 
 
 
       ALTERNATE COUNCILORS 
Immediate Past Chair:    
Denise Beautreau     Lorena Tribe (term ends 12/31/20)     
deedewwo@yahoo.com    lut1@psu.edu   
 
 
 
 
 
        
Secretary/Newsletter Editor:       
Nigel Sanders     Celia Williams (term ends 12/31/21) 
nigel53.sanders@gmail.com   lvacscma@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Treasurer:  
Tesia Chciuk      
tvc212@lehigh.edu        
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Octagon Newsletter is published by the Lehigh Valley Section of the American Chemical Society to provide information to section 
members and the public about activities and programs which support the section mission “To promote the chemical sciences in the 
Lehigh Valley section for the benefit of our members and our community.” Send all queries to the editor at: nigel53.sanders@gmail.com   
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