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LVACS January Webinar and Virtual Section Meeting 
 
Date / Time: January 14, 2021 / 7:00-8:30 pm 
 
Location: Online [recorded version: https://youtu.be/i_CXrMiPGCc ] 
 
AGENDA 
7:00-8:00 pm: Webinar, Bob Artz, ACS Emeritus Member,  
 

“Radiochemistry 101: Basic Concepts and Terminology,  
Historical Perspective and Dispelling a Few Myths” 
 
Bob Artz, a graduate of Kutztown University and a former instructor at LCCC, used his extensive background in the 
nuclear energy field (Oyster Creek Power Station in South Jersey) to take us on a fascinating journey through the 
development of the fundamental science behind radioactivity, nuclear reactions and nuclear energy production. We 
learned about the early contributions of Marie Skłodowska Curie and many others in the early 20th century to the new 
sciences of radiochemistry, nuclear particles and nuclear stability then saw how those basic concepts were applied to 
controlling nuclear fission reactions and to the construction of nuclear reactors by Enrico Fermi and colleagues. Along the 
way, we uncovered the roots of some common terminology (and a few misconceptions) about nuclear energy and, finally, 
looked at gamma spectroscopy and how it is used to safeguard operation of today’s nuclear power plants. Bob also 
quizzed the group on our basic understanding of radiochemistry – he found some scintillated more than others! 
 

8:00-8:30 pm: Section Meeting [George Ruger (past-chair), Roger Egolf (chair), Nigel Sanders (secretary), Lorena Tribe 
(treasurer), Mike Bertucci (alternate councilor), Greglynn Gibbs (membership chair), Jeremy Heyman (SEED coordinator)]. 
 

Upcoming Events: Roger Egolf, 2021 Section Chair, opened the business meeting with a review of the current schedule of 
events for spring 2021. The February 18th virtual meeting will feature speaker David Lewis of University of Wisconsin/Eau 
Claire talking on "A hatred that still haunts undergraduate organic chemistry 150 years later" {Markovnikov and Zaitsev}. 
March 18th we will have a special online presentation “Signing for Safety” by the Cedar Crest College CCC Signs ASL Club. 
The April event is tentatively a virtual student poster session but no details have been confirmed as yet. Roger also 
mentioned that several ACS local sections in the Philadelphia area are jointly sponsoring a 1-day leadership course at St. 
Joseph’s University in Philadelphia on September 11th. The EC members present expressed support for LVACS 
participation in the event. 
 
New ACS Diversity, Inclusion and Respect Grant Updates: Greglynn Gibbs, Jeremy Heyman and Nigel Sanders have been 
working toward the February 3rd launch of the ACS DI&R grant-funded “LVACS After School Chemistry Partnership” 
project. The full program of weekly online activities is nearly complete with commitments from several speakers/panelists 
and selection of kit-based hands-on experiments. Co-sponsoring the program are the Berks Chemical Society and the NCC 
Science Club. Participating Community Partners include Reading Science Center (representing Reading schools), Yocum 
Institute for the Arts, Boys and Girls Club of Bethlehem, The Fe Foundation and ELLIS Academy. LVACS Section members 
are welcome to attend any or all of the sessions, Wednesdays from 4:00-5:00pm on Zoom. A flyer and details of the 
program will be issued in the coming week. The program was previewed in the January 2021 Octagon. 
 
2021 ACS SEED Program: Jeremy Heyman announced considerable progress with SEED participation for 2021. 8-10 HS 
student slots working with 6-7 college mentors from 5 LV schools have been developed. The approach for the SEED 
projects has not been completely defined yet with the potential for in-person to virtual and hybrid being discussed. 
Matching monetary support from the mentors’ schools is a challenge and Jeremy is asking whether the LV Section would 
be willing to contribute from several hundred to a couple of thousand dollars to help. The EC members agreed to put this 
item on the agenda for the next EC/Chairs call in late January.  
 
METT award update: The $1400 award received over the summer is not spent yet. George Ruger and the team have been 
surveying the leadership group and are requesting help to define a purchase by the end of January if possible. A key 
decision is whether the system will be used for recording / live-streaming meetings or for making ‘canned’ presentation / 
webinar quality projects.  
 
FORMS annual reports: Nigel Sanders and George Ruger confirmed that the new ‘Community Connections’-based reporting 
system is in place. Even though we reported our election results late, officers should have access at this point. There are 
weekly open-forum help sessions every Friday from 9-10am as well as online help. A few events have been entered. Nigel 
will send George a listing of 2020 LVACS events.  
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm.   Respectfully submitted, Nigel Sanders, secretary 
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