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***ABSTRACT DEADLINE EXTENDED TO APRIL 7TH*** 
This year’s format of undergraduate research 
presentations will be “flash talks”.  Undergraduate 
students will have a five (5) minute window to 
present the results of their research. Students should 
plan to have PowerPoint slides which they can share 
via Zoom while providing a brief oral presentation.   
 
An abstract of no more than 250 words should be 
submitted via email to the LVACS secretary Dr. Nigel 
Sanders (nigel53.sanders@gmail.com) no later than 
Wednesday April 7, 2021.  Abstracts should include 
title, name of presenter, institution, and abstract 
typed in paragraph form.  Students will be notified 
via email the time and breakout room where they will 
be presenting. All presenting students will be placed 
into a raffle for a prize.    
 

Breakout rooms will be organized by common theme by host Dr. Lindsey Welch.  Participants in the 
meeting will be able to choose which breakout rooms to visit, and they may migrate between rooms to 
see students present their work.  Moderators will be present in breakout rooms to maintain the 
schedule and to facilitate questions.  The number of breakout rooms will be dependent on the number 
of abstracts submitted. Questions about the program can be directed to Dr. Lindsey 

Welch (lawelch@cedarcrest.edu).    
 

Tentative Schedule for April 15th:  

515pm-530pm:  Welcome and orientation to breakout rooms.  

530pm-615pm:  Breakout rooms for flash talks  

615pm-7pm:  Senior Award ceremony & Raffle for undergraduate research presenters  

7pm-730pm:  LVACS Business Meeting  

CONTACT: Lindsey Welch [lawelch@cedarcrest.edu]  

 

Zoom Meeting Link 
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3. After School Chemistry Program: 

3rd month of Science Fun! 

4. Project SEED Virtual Program 

5. March 18 meeting report: How 
we ‘Signed for STEM’. 
 
6. 2021 Organic Scholarship 
Competition is April 24th; Reminder 
to nominate for 2021 LVACS Awards. 
 
7. 50/60/70-year ACS Awards and 
LVACS Undergraduate Senior 
Awards announced. 
 
8. CCEW “Reducing Our Footprint 
with Chemistry” Panel Discussion     
and annual Poetry Contest 
(overleaf)!  
 
9. LVACS International Women’s 
History Month wrap-up. 
 
10. PSU/Berks and BCTV pilot 
“Chemistry Fun” TV show; 
Chemistry Olympiad 2021 begun. 
 
11. ACS Spring 2021 Council 

minutes; ACS Fall 2021 Meeting 

Abstracts Call.  

12. 2021 Executive Committee. 

 

 
    NEWSLETTER OF THE LEHIGH VALLEY SECTION         APRIL 2021 

      OF THE AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY       VOL. 104, NO. 4 
 

LVACS Events Calendar 
 

April 2021 
Section Meeting (Virtual Format)  
“Annual Undergraduate Poster Session” 
Thursday, April 15th / 5:15-7:30 pm 
Abstract submission to nigel53.sanders@gmail.com] 
CONTACT: Lindsey Welch [lawelch@cedarcrest.edu] 

 
Chemists Celebrate Earth Week (CCEW) 
April 18–24 “Reducing Our Footprint with Chemistry” 
Panel Discussion: Tuesday, April 20th / 7:00 pm 
CONTACT: Nigel Sanders [nigel53.sanders@gmail.com] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 2021 
Section Social (Virtual Format) 
Cheese Chemistry! (with suggested wine pairings)  
Tasting Kits available for pick up 
Tuesday, May 18th / Time TBA 
Online Link TBA 
CONTACT: Jeanne Berk  
[mailto:jrberk@cedarcrest.edu] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DID YOU KNOW…?? 
LVACS now has a YouTube channel:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHO2QIchPLDnKlTOeXNRRZQ 

where you can catch up on virtual meetings you’ve missed. 
See our Diversity, Equality, Inclusion and Respect page 
https://www.lvacs.org/diversity, for the latest on our online  
After School Chemistry Partnership Program! 
 
CONTACT: Nigel Sanders, LVACS secretary and newsletter editor, nigel53.sanders@gmail.com  
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AFTER SCHOOL CHEMISTRY PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM: 3RD MONTH !! 

The LVACS After School Chemistry Virtual 
Outreach Program entered its tenth week in  
April with a consistent viewing audience of 
50-75 students and teachers. In March, we had  
a watch party Celebrating George Washington  
Carver and the National Peanut Butter Lovers Day; 
explored the Chemistry of “No-pop” bubbles  
during National Bubble Week; shrunk ourselves  
to honor Nanotechnology Day alongside Quantum  
Dots; and asked a panel of college students “What's  
it like to Study Science in College?”  
 
In April we’ll return to ask ‘What’s it Like 
to Work in Science?’ and then we’ll have two  
weeks devoted to CCEW: Cool Casein/Bioplastics  
Chemistry Experiments and hear from an expert  
on Engineering Solutions to Climate Change for  
Sustainable Fuel, Food, and Water including  
methods to convert CO2 into alternative fuels,  
making fertilizer from air and water using plasma, 
and novel materials for wastewater treatment and 
reuse. Our wrap-up for the Program will mark  
National Science Day with a review of books about 
how the most diverse group of practitioners in  
the world (chemists!) impacts our daily lives.  
 
Besides the science content, the program provides  
students with an opportunity to make new friends  
while meeting and connecting with scientists and  
college STEM students from across the vibrant local 
chemistry community. Check out a recent news report  
about our impact on the LV-area community.  
  
 Greglynn Gibbs, Project Coordinator   
 Jeremy Heyman, NCC 

 Nigel Sanders, LVACS Secretary 
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Keep up with us at: http://lvacs.org/after-school-chemistry-partnership-program-news   

Program Registration here 

 

 

WEEK 7 RECAP 
 

NANOTECHNOLOGY DAY & QUANTUM DOTS 

Nanotech with Nigel 

  

 

Thank you, for attending last week's After School 

Chemistry session featuring Nigel Sanders, Ph.D. 

who gave an amazing presentation about 

Nanotechnology and Quantum Dots. Thank you, 

Nigel for such a wonderful presentation! 

 

 

Don't forget to check out these resources for exploring nanotechnology and quantum dots 

from Nigel! 

  

• Making graphene: https://physicsworld.com/a/how-to-make-graphene/ 

• Making CdSe quantum 

dots: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s3H0_8TLs-A 

• Making C dots: https://www.instructables.com/DIY-Quantum-DotsNanotech-

in-Your-Kitchen/ 

• Making gold 

nanoparticles: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EzuRMTe_lho 

 

 

WEEK 8 - March 24, 2021 

 

WHEN I GROW UP - PART I 

What's It Like to Study Science In College? 

 

  

Learn what it's like to study science in college from student leaders studying biochemistry, 

chemistry, biology, computer science and more!  

  

 

https://news.psu.edu/story/652603/2021/03/25/impact/berks-offers-after-school-chemistry-program-middle-and-high-school?
https://sites.psu.edu/berkschemsoc/files/2021/01/Partner_Banner_1.png
https://sites.psu.edu/berkschemsoc/files/2021/02/STEMJourneyLogo.jpg
https://sites.psu.edu/berkschemsoc/files/2021/02/Northeastern-Section.jpg
https://sites.psu.edu/berkschemsoc/files/2021/02/IMG_1863.jpg
https://sites.psu.edu/berkschemsoc/files/2021/02/High-Resolution-Brenntag-logo-N-RGB300-1.jpg
http://lvacs.org/after-school-chemistry-partnership-program-news
https://sites.psu.edu/berkschemsoc/registration-after-school-chemistry/


    NEWSLETTER OF THE LEHIGH VALLEY SECTION        APRIL 2021 
      OF THE AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY       VOL. 104, NO. 4 
 

PROJECT SEED: VIRTUAL PROGRAM ACCEPTING  
APPLICATIONS THROUGH APRIL 26TH  
 

Students can apply for Project SEED's virtual summer 2021 program via the  
APPLY NOW button on the webpage below:  
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/education/students/highschool/seed/apply.html  
 
Project SEED's Virtual Program is a 6-week online experience where you will get to learn more about 
chemistry-related careers, prepare for the college experience (choosing and applying to college, navigating 
financial aid and scholarships, and mapping out a strategy to succeed), and the basics of lab research.  While 
this program does not include hands-on research, the skills that you will acquire will help prepare you for a 
future research opportunity.  Each week, there will be small-group discussions, independent assignments, and 
nationally broadcasted webinars on the three objective areas, as well as social activities to help you get to 
know your colleagues and mentors. Participating students receive a stipend Of at least $1,000 for completing 
the 6-week program and assignments.   
 
Students will need to submit the following as part of the application: 
(1) Parent/Guardian Permission & Income Tax Information. (Your parent will receive an email with a link to provide a 
digital signature and to upload documents to confirm financial eligibility.) 
(2) Unofficial High School Transcript (that you will upload into your application) 
(3) Answers to the following 3 essay questions. (The application CAN be saved, so a student can start the 
application and then return to complete it. I don't see word limits at this time, but I'd suggest each response should 
be at least 1 paragraph.) 
   -Essay 1: Describe yourself and tell us about your goals after high school. 
   -Essay 2: Describe any lab experiences you have had in your education thus far, types of lab or activities you 
have done, and confidence in your lab skills. 
   -Essay 3: Why do you want to participate in Project SEED? Elaborate on how this will affect your education, 
passion for science, or impact your life. 
 
Questions?  Contact Jeremy Heyman (jbheyman@gmail.com) with "Project SEED in the Subject Line.  Or the 
national office at projectseed@acs.org. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

***PROJECT SEED: OPPORTUNITIES FOR LVACS MEMBERS TO PARTICIPATE!*** 

There are a few different opportunities for local members to be involved with the virtual Project SEED program this summer. This 

link has more info as well as a volunteer brochure. 

https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/education/students/highschool/seed/virtual-program/volunteers.html 

-Guest Webinar Speakers facilitate a "research hike" about their work OR another type of webinar related to college and career 
readiness, professional development, and chemistry career paths. 
-Virtual "campsite managers" oversee and support groups of SEED students (and college student "cabin leaders") for 5-10 hours per 
week for the 6 weeks of the program. 
-"Adopt a Cabin" mentors: volunteer with a small group of virtual SEED students for 3-4 sessions over the 6 weeks, a new 
opportunity to get creative about sharing your research and broadening students' skills and horizons! 
Interested in volunteering?  Apply via the website above by April 30! 

Also, if you know any college (2nd year or beyond) or grad students interested in working with a group of 9-12 virtual SEED students 

a a virtual  "cabin" leader, they can learn more and apply here by April 30. They'd also earn a $2000 stipend. 

https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/education/students/highschool/seed/virtual-program/cabin-leaders.html 
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LVACS March 18, 2021 Virtual Section Meeting: “Sign Language in STEM” 

Cedar Crest College’s CCC Signs ASL Club joined us (31 attendees) for our March Webinar and Virtual Section 

Meeting and gave us an overview of American Sign Language (ASL) alphabet, numbers and general words 

related to STEM. "Signing for STEM" was a great "eye/hand opener" and LVACS thanks CCC Signs and Jeanne 

Berk for enhancing our diverse abilities! Check out the Zoom recording on our YouTube channel. 

Business Meeting Items  
 

Committee to Plan Commemorations of the late George Ruger 
- There is a poster planned for the small business Division at the April 2021 virtual meeting. 
- There is no section event scheduled as yet; Kelley Caflin and Jeanne Berk have agreed to plan one. 
- Memorial Fund now totals $325 (send checks to Lorena Tribe, treasurer) 

 
Upcoming Events  

- March 25th WCC-sponsored panel “The Resilience of Women in Chemistry”. 
- March 27th ACS Career Day for Undergraduates. 
- April 15th virtual student poster session. Deadline for abstracts is Friday, April 7th . 
- CCEW April 18-24. We are planning a panel discussion during the week (date/time TBA). 
- May 18th (Tuesday) wine and cheese chemistry virtual ‘exiting COVID-19’ celebration.  

 
Awards Committee updates 

- Greglynn Gibbs received ACS Local Section Outreach VOTY Award March 1st  
- MARM Awards nominees for HS teacher and small college teacher have been submitted. 
- Senior Awards (see page 10 of this issue) will be presented at April 15th meeting. 
- Foundation in Chemistry nominations open until April 15th. 
- LVACS HS/small college teacher nominations open until April 7th. 
- Organic Chemistry scholarship exam scheduled for April 24th.  
- Chemagination submissions due by April 16th. 

 
After School Chemistry Partnership Program updates through week 7. Doing well – 50+ students on average 
each week. We’ve had career prospect panels, ‘ask-a-chemist,’ demonstrations with hands-on kits/instructions 
and a video watch party. Continues through April each Wednesday 4-5. 
 
Project SEED Report. Application for virtual program support submitted to ACS. 
 
Chemistry Olympiad. 19 students signed up for the online test March 27. 
 
Treasurer’s Report. $45+K in checking; $28+K in savings. 
 
Councilors’ reports. Council met virtually March 24th at 11:00am. Minutes expected early April (see page 14). 
 
Strategic Planning Retreat. We are accepted into the ACS-funded program; scoping call is next. 
 
New Items 

- Lorena mentioned a Fall 2021 WCC Symposium which will follow up some of the issues raised in 
planning the upcoming March 25th panel. The symposium abstract deadline is April 12th. 
- Roger brought up a further planning session of the Philadelphia section-sponsored Leadership 
Conference next week.  
- Roger will be scheduling an EC call soon to discuss the new ACS allotment and discuss proposals for 
future programs which would benefit from the new income. 

 
Respectfully submitted, Nigel Sanders, secretary 
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LEHIGH VALLEY ACS ANNOUNCES 2021 ORGANIC 

CHEMISTRY SCHOLARSHIP COMPETITION 
The Lehigh Valley Section of the American Chemical Society will award its annual Scholarship for Organic 
Chemistry this spring! To be eligible, students should be below the junior level, currently enrolled in organic 
chemistry at an institution in the section, and a chemistry, biochemistry, or chemical engineering major. The 
competition entails taking the ACS Organic Chemistry Examination (45%), a brief, one-page letter of 
recommendation from the student’s organic chemistry professor (10%), and an essay on a topic in organic 
chemistry (45%). The value of the scholarship is $1000. Additionally, the top essay will receive $100. Details 
about the exam, letter, and essay follow below. Students should indicate their interest in the scholarship by 
April 23rd, 2021 to Dr. Michael Bertucci (bertuccim@moravian.edu)  
 
ACS Organic Chemistry Examination: The exam will be administered on Saturday, April 24th, 2021 at 
Moravian College, Bethlehem, PA from 9:00-11:00 AM. Students should report to the entry foyer of the Collier 
Hall of Science, which is on the Main Street Campus. Student participants will be required to PASS an online 
pre-screening survey to ensure that they have no COVID symptoms and will take the exam in a physically 
distanced setting while wearing a mask. For driving directions and campus map see 
https://www.moravian.edu/about/campus. Juice and bagels will be available outside the Hall of Science at 
8:45 AM.  
 
Essay: The student should address the impact of an organic molecule or process in organic chemistry on 
society and his or her personal interest in it. The essay should be written at a level to interest and educate a 
general chemist who has completed sophomore-level organic chemistry. If a molecule is chosen, the synthesis, 
including key mechanistic features and structural analysis, should be covered. If a process is chosen, the 
physical and chemical basis for its success should be explained. Appropriate use of structures to facilitate 
understanding of the chemistry is expected. An additional page with references must be included. References 
should follow the guidelines as delineated in the ACS Style Guide. The essay should run from 1000 to no more 
than 1200 words in Times New Roman 12-point font with one-inch margins on all sides. The references and 
figures are not considered in the overall word count. Each page should have a header with the student’s last 
name, brief essay title and page number. The winning essay after editing may be published in a future issue of 
the Octagon. The essay will be rated on:  

• Appropriate depth of coverage of the molecule or process  

• Appropriate depth of coverage on the impact on society and student’s interest  

• Ease of reading, including grammar, spelling, and logical flow of the material  

• Appropriate use of scholarly references & formatting  
 
The essay should be submitted electronically to bertuccim@moravian.edu by the student before the exam 
begins on April 24th. The essay can be submitted at any time before the day of the exam; so, you are 
encouraged to get started early!  
 
Letter of Recommendation: Professors writing a letter of recommendation on behalf of a student who is 
applying for the Lehigh Valley ACS Scholarship should speak to the student’s skills in lecture and laboratory 
in Organic Chemistry I and Organic Chemistry II. Please provide the course grade for Organic Chemistry I and 
comment on performance on written exams, proficiency in organic lab, and participation in course-related 
activities. If possible, address the student’s quantitative skills by commenting on her or his performance in 
quantitative analysis or its local equivalent. The letter of recommendation must be signed on institution 
letterhead and submitted electronically to bertuccim@moravian.edu by the student’s professor before the 
exam begins on April 24th. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
AND DON’T FORGET TO NOMINATE YOUR COLLEAGUES FOR OTHER LVACS AWARDS: 
High School Teacher (by April 7th ) 
Small College Teacher (by April 7th ) 
Foundation in Chemistry (by April 15th ) 
Chemagination (by April 16th ) 
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Lehigh Valley Local Section Honors Our  

50/60/70-Year ACS Members 
 
50-year ACS members     
Mr. Steven R. Auvil of Macungie 
Dr. Kerilyn Christine Burrows of Catasauqua 
Mr. Paul R. Horinka of Blandon 
      Elizabeth A. Malloy of Easton 
Mr. Walter Stephen Milinichik of Whitehall 
Dr. Elsa Reichmanis of Hellertown 
Dr. Sharmaine S. Robinson of Saylorsburg 
Dr. Navinchandra B. Shah of Reading 
     
60-year ACS members     
Mr. William R. Anderson of Hellertown 
Dr. You Kwan Lui of Bethlehem 
     
70-year ACS member     
Mr. Spencer R. Watts of Bernville 
 
 

Undergraduate Senior Awards Announced for 2020-21 
Although we were not able to honor the top graduating seniors in chemistry and chemical 
engineering from our Lehigh Valley section’s 4-year colleges in person for the second year running, 
the selections were made by their respective faculty and the list of our Chemistry ‘BEST AND 
BRIGHTEST’ for 2021 appears below. Their selection is accompanied by a framed certificate and 
special prize. As well as recognition in this newsletter, the awardees are being featured this month 
in our social media and will be officially presented at our April 15th virtual meeting.  
 
Albright College:   Maya Pierre Fares    
Alvernia University:    Stephen Sosiak    
Cedar Crest College:  Emily Badman    
DeSales University:    Madeline Heller 
East Stroudsburg University: Li Ling Goldston    
Kutztown University:  Samantha Evans   
Lafayette College 

– Chemistry:   Drew MacElroy      
– Chemical Engineering: Shiqing Ma 

Lehigh University 
– Chemistry:    Gao Longhui      
- Chemical Engineering:    Sophia Mayone          

Moravian College:    Emilee Engler    
Muhlenberg College:   Michael Gatazka.        
PSU Berks:     Kaitlyn Pasquerella  
 
Hearty congratulations to our senior scholars and best wishes for their future chemistry-inspired 
careers from the Senior Awards Committee (Pamela Kistler, Chair)!   
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LVACS CCEW Panel to 
Discuss “Reducing Our 
Footprint with Chemistry” 
Tuesday, April 20, 7:00pm 

 
To promote the positive role that chemistry plays in the world, ACS established the Chemists Celebrate Earth 
Week (CCEW) public awareness campaign. During CCEW, ACS members and chemistry enthusiasts celebrate by 
coordinating events and communicating the importance of chemistry. In this second year of the COVID-19 
pandemic, LVACS will present a virtual panel discussion on Tuesday, April 20th at 7:00pm focusing on how 
our members are “suppressing their shoe sizes” by making individual choices that contribute to a more 
sustainable world. We’ll hear stories about building your own EV, encouraging recycling at work and being 
wise about food choices, among other things. Details will be posted shortly! While we expect our governments 
and industries to do their part, there are actions we can all take to ‘grow small.’  

 
Join chemists across the world for a virtual 
#ACSKidsZone event, hosted by Sam Jones, 
science communicator and host of Reactions. 
Conduct hands-on activities with popular  
STEM advocates around the educational theme, 
"Reducing Our Footprint with Macromolecular  
Chemistry." This event is geared toward  
students aged 10 – 13 and their teachers,  
classrooms, and families. Registration is  
required to attend. Download the activities  
and use the materials list to prep for the event. 

 Activity 1: Reduce Your Footprint with Shrinky Dinks 
 Activity 2: Cleaning Up Oil Spills with Chemistry 
 Activity 3: Choose and Reuse Compostable Plastics 

After completing the online registration form, you will receive a confirmation email. You will receive a second 
email 24 hours before the live event with a link to join. Two lucky attendees chosen at random will receive $25 
ACS Bucks for use in the ACS Spring Store! 

 

Download the CCEW 2021 issue of Celebrating Chemistry to share with your community! 
 
Have some ideas that can help us focus on the theme of using chemistry to reduce our carbon footprint? 
Our CCEW Coordinator, Lindsey Welch, will be glad to assist in identifying supporting resources from ACS. 
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/education/outreach/ccew/plan-an-event.html  
 

PSU/Berks Celebrates CCEW with Chemistry for Kids!  

Date:  Saturday, April 17, 2021 
Time:  11:00 – 12:00 p.m. 
Location: Cacoosing Meadows Park pavilion 
Ages :4+ 
Registration deadline:  April 14, 2021 
This program has reached COVID-19 CAPACITY.  Call (610) 678-5399 Ext. 2 to be placed on a waiting list. 

Join the Penn State Berks Chemical Society for a fun and educational program that engages children in discovering chemistry. This is 
an innovative, hands-on opportunity for children to run several simple (and possibly slimy) experiments and explore basic chemistry 
concepts. 

https://www.springtwpberks.org/family-programs/  
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WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH VIRTUAL ACTIVITIES CELEBRATE RESILIENCE  
 

ACS WCC kicked off Women’s History Month on March 8th 
with “Conversations with Chemists: A Celebration of 
International Women's Day.” Four dynamic chemists 
presented their stories – past, present, and future. With a 
special focus on students in U.S. grades 4–8 (ages 10–14), 
they explored what sparked their interest in chemistry, their 
education and career journeys, and the work they do today. 
All students, especially those ages 10–14, their teachers, 
and their families, were invited to have discussions with the 
distinguished chemists, including LVACS’ Greglynn Gibbs. 

 
On March 25th, ACS Webinars presented “The Resilience  
of Women in Chemistry,” a panel discussion moderated 
by our LVACS Treasurer, Lorena Tribe of PSU/Berks. 
The pandemic affected professional lives in many ways  
and forced us to confront challenges and modify our  
activities. As the effects of the pandemic abate, we are  
beginning to realize that understanding resilience is at  
the heart of moving forward. Patricia Silveyra of Indiana 
University Bloomington, Sara Mason of University of  
Iowa, and Allison Aldridge of the U.S. Food and Drug  
Administration reflected on lessons learned and the  
paths to success during difficult times. During this free interactive broadcast discover how these 
successful women in the chemical enterprise overcame challenges, what constituted professional 
success for them, and the source of their resilience. Viewers learned some of the common 
challenges women chemists experienced in 2020; How professionals in the chemical enterprise 
defined success with the unprecedented conditions of the pandemic and some of the sources of the 
resilience of successful women chemists. The webinar may be accessed through ACS Webinars soon. 
 
Women’s Chemists Committee announces a symposium at the Fall ACS Meeting on this topic… 
 
The Fall 2021 Meeting symposium, "Resilience of (Women in) Chemistry," will focus on the 
challenges women chemists faced during 2020 and how they overcame them, including insights into 
the sources of their resilience. The intent is to provide participants with anecdotal data to 
contextualize the events of the past year. Some presentations could resonate with and help frame 
attendees' personal experiences, while others could bring attention to unperceived challenges in our 
community. Click here for symposium details. Abstracts are due by Monday, April 12th. 
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Watch the video  

https://lvacs.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ed77fd9d589d77e94b89a1944&id=f4077ca207&e=24074bbab3
https://callforabstracts.acs.org/acsfall2021/WCC
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/education/outreach/international-womens-day.html
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PSU/Berks and Berks Community TV Pilot “Chemistry Fun” Series 
 
"Chemistry Fun with the Berks Chem Society" on BCTV aired its pilot filmed Feb. 26, 2021 featuring 
different ways and different things to use to make a home-made battery with special guest, battery 
expert Robert Coller from Enersys, Reading, PA. Take a look: https://youtu.be/CiChpnzWsZY. 
The show posts supply lists and instructions so that the public can experiment LIVE with the 
presenters. So grab some nickels and lemons and follow along with the live experiment to make 
your own battery on Chemistry Fun! The second episode, The Chemistry of No-Pop Bubbles, first 
aired March 26th and is available online as well: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aEFYi7XaHo0.  
In this show, host Greglynn Gibbs is joined by Penn State biochemistry student Anthony Funez to 
experiment with various types of soap to see which can make the best stream of bubbles! More Fun 
Chemistry is coming soon so stayed tuned! BCTV is on Comcast Reading Channel 2, Comcast-
Southern Berks Channel 965, and Service Electric Channel 19. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

2021 Chemistry  
Olympiad gets underway 

 
 
Gail Marsella of Muhlenberg College, LVACS Chemistry Olympiad Coordinator, reports that the local 
exam for the 2021 Chemistry Olympiad was given on Saturday, March 27th to 19 high school 
students from across the Lehigh Valley Section. The competition is 100% virtual again this year with 
no laboratory component. The topics covered on the test are: stoichiometry/solutions, 
descriptive/laboratory, states of matter, thermodynamics, kinetics, equilibrium, oxidation-reduction, 
atomic structure/periodicity, bonding/molecular structure, and organic/biochemistry. The top 10 
students will move on to the national exam round 1 on April 17th. Good luck to our contestants! 
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https://youtu.be/CiChpnzWsZY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aEFYi7XaHo0
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ACS Spring 2021 Council Meeting 
The virtual format of the upcoming ACS Spring 2021 meeting,  
Which will be held April 5–16, provided the council meeting and  
the committee meetings leading up to it with the flexibility to be  
held separately from the ACS meeting. All ACS governance  
meetings have been taking place virtually since last year due to  
the safety precautions brought on by the coronavirus pandemic.  
Judith C. Giordan (l), vice president and managing director of  
ecosVC, and John C. Warner (r), cofounder of the Warner Babcock  
Institute for Green Chemistry, and now senior vice president for  
chemistry and distinguished research fellow for green chemistry  
and sustainability at Zymergen, were selected as candidates for  
2022 American Chemical Society president-elect during the ACS  
Council meeting, which was held virtually on March 24.  

Other actions taken by the council include passing, with an overwhelming majority, a motion to continue the 
Committee on Ethics, which provides chemists with resources on ethical decision making; a petition that 
standardizes the allotment of funding that ACS technical divisions receive from the society; and a petition that 
allows the Committee on Local Section Activities to appoint an interim executive committee in the event that 
an existing executive committee becomes inactive. After a lengthy discussion, the council narrowly passed a 
petition to simplify committee structures so that all council-related committees will be classified as “society 
committees” and have common characteristics, such as size and term lengths. The petition also imposes a 
term limit in which members can serve a maximum of two successive 3-year terms on the same committee. An 
amendment to the petition noted that service could be extended if there is a compelling need for ongoing 
expertise on the committee. 

The council also approved a schedule of membership dues that includes new categories with limited society 
benefits, such as contributing members, who pay half of the full dues, and community associates, who pay no 
dues. The regular dues were reduced to $160 per year. Proponents of the petition said this change could 
potentially engage many more people with the society, helping to advance ACS’s diversity and inclusion 
efforts. Others questioned how these new dues categories would impact society finances and urged caution. 
The motion passed with an overwhelming majority. The new membership categories will be available starting 
Jan. 1, 2022. In other society news, the Committee on Budget and Finance reported that in 2020, total 
revenues were $618.4 million, up $23.1 million (3.9%) over 2019. Net contributions from operations totaled 
$61.0 million, which is $21.3 million higher than in 2019. Expenses totaled $557.4 million, which was $1.8 
million (0.3%) higher than in 2019. 

FALL 2021 MEETING  
“Resilience of Chemistry”  
August 22-26 in Atlanta 
CALL FOR ABSTRACTS 

 
 
 
 

While ACS Fall 2021 is planned as a hybrid event, with in-person and virtual components, we 
continue to carefully monitor the situation relative to the COVID-19 pandemic and its potential 
impacts on the meeting. ACS will provide additional updates about the meeting as they become 
available. 
 
Abstracts are due by April 12th: https://callforabstracts.acs.org/acsfall2021  
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LEHIGH VALLEY SECTION OF THE AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY 
2021 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 
OFFICERS      COUNCILORS 
 
Chair:       Jeanne Berk (term ends 12/31/21) 
Roger Egolf      jrberk@cedarcrest.edu  
rae4@psu.edu 
 
 
 
 
 
Chair Elect: 
Lindsey Welch     Kelley Caflin (term ends 12/31/23)  
lawelch@cedarcrest.edu     caflinacs@yahoo.com  
 
 
 
 
        

ALTERNATE COUNCILORS 
Immediate Past Chair:    
Vacant      Mike Bertucci (term ends 12/31/23)   
       bertuccim@moravian.edu    
 
 
 
 
 
        
Secretary:       
Nigel Sanders     Celia Williams (term ends 12/31/21) 
nigel53.sanders@gmail.com   lvacscma@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Treasurer:  
Lorena Tribe      
lut1@psu.edu        
 
 
 
 
The Octagon Newsletter is published by the Lehigh Valley Section of the American Chemical Society to provide information to section 
members and the public about activities and programs which support the section mission “To promote the chemical sciences in the 
Lehigh Valley section for the benefit of our members and our community.” Send all queries to the editor at: nigel53.sanders@gmail.com   
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