
 
 

Preparing for your visit to AWRI 
 
1. Be certain you know in advance the time and place for your program.  
See the maps provided for the location of the D.J. Angus in Grand Haven and the W.G. Jackson in 
Muskegon.  
 
Landside programs take place on the grounds of the Annis Water Resources Institute in Muskegon and, for 
some groups, in the adjoining public park, Heritage Landing. Groups will meet their instructors in the AWRI 
parking lot (the same location as for cruises sailing on the W.G. Jackson). 
 
Call the AWRI office at 616-331-3749 if you get lost or anticipate being late for your program. 
 
2. Be prepared for any weather conditions.  
The vessels will go out regardless of weather conditions, with very few exceptions. For example, trips are 
not canceled on cold rainy days. Trips may be cancelled or modified if there are severe weather conditions 
such as lightning. If Lake Michigan is too rough, the captain may determine that the cruise will visit other 
areas of the inland lakes.  
 
Landside programs will be held completely outdoors regardless of weather conditions, with very few 
exceptions. For example, programs will not be moved indoors on cold rainy days. Even on challenging 
weather days, we embrace the opportunities presented by the elements to learn outdoors. Shelter will be 
utilized in the event of inclement weather, such as sudden heavy downpours or if thunder and lightning 
begin while groups are outdoors.   
 
3. Advise participants to wear appropriate clothing. 
Dressing for the weather helps students learn better and have a more positive experience. Appropriate 
attire is long pants or shorts, depending on the time of year. It can be colder and windier on or near the 
lake than inland. Your group should bring warm layers and rain jackets for cold wet days. Also, they must 
wear rubber-soled, closed toe shoes – no open sandals or flip flops! A wet deck is very slippery. To reduce 
sun exposure, wear hats, long sleeve shirts, long pants, and sunscreen – shade is limited in on the vessels 
and in outdoor areas. 
 
Check the weather report to determine how your group should dress. The NOAA Lake Michigan Field 
Station has a live video camera view of Lake Michigan at Muskegon, and lists current weather conditions at 
https://www.glerl.noaa.gov/metdata/mkg/. A webcam in Grand Haven for viewing lake conditions is found 
at https://www.earthcam.com/usa/michigan/grandhaven/lakemichigan/?cam=lakemichigan  
 
4. Limit the items that are brought onboard. 
Bags and backpacks are not needed on the cruise and must be left onshore. Especially on the D.J. Angus, 
there is little room for storage. Leave lunches on the bus since there will be no opportunity for eating 
during programs. Potable water is available on the vessels, so personal water bottles are not needed. The 
leader of the group may be permitted to bring a reasonably sized bag if needed. All persons, baggage, and 
objects are subject to security inspection. Failure to give consent or refuse screening or inspection shall 
result in denied access to the vessel.  
 
Cell phones are used at the sole risk of the passenger, and use should be limited for full engagement during 
programs and cruises. Also, note that there is no gum chewing allowed on the vessels. 

https://www.glerl.noaa.gov/metdata/mkg/
https://www.earthcam.com/usa/michigan/grandhaven/lakemichigan/?cam=lakemichigan


 
 

 
5. Determine special needs of the group and inform AWRI. 
We aim to provide a positive and accessible cruise experience for all learners, and can better support 
participants with exceptional needs with advance notification. Please contact us with questions about 
access needs to our facilities and programs. 
 
Please note that the W.G. Jackson and D.J. Angus have limited handicapped accessibility. We can support 
access for wheelchair users with advance notification. There is no seating available on the vessels. 
 
Most surfaces where landside programs take place are level and paved, with some grassy areas. There is no 
seating available in our outdoor learning spaces.  
 
For those needing medication for motion sickness, take medication at the proper time BEFORE going on-
board the vessel. If there is a need for special medication during a cruise or if a participant is allergic to 
insects such as bees and wasps, be sure to have any needed medication with you while onboard the vessel. 
 
6.  Plan for sufficient adult chaperones. 
For student groups, adult chaperones play a key role in a positive and safe learning experience for 
everyone. Our teaching staff’s job is to deliver our aquatic science curriculum and guide groups through the 
experience. Engaged chaperones support our staff by managing the behavior of the group members, 
helping with scientific tests and observations, and modeling active participation in activities.  
 
At all times, AWRI requires at least two chaperones on the W.G. Jackson, at least one on the D.J. Angus, 
and at least two for the landside program. If you are bringing two groups to our Muskegon site to 
concurrently participate in cruises and the landside program, you must have two chaperones per group, or 
four total chaperones (two on the W.G. Jackson and two that remain landside). 
 
These are minimum requirements; some groups may require additional chaperones to have a constructive 
learning experience. Please plan accordingly to meet the needs of your group.  
 
Please note that aides who are assigned to support an individual student are not considered by AWRI to be 
chaperones for the group. They cannot be counted toward the required number of chaperones. 
 
7. Be sure to go over the onboard safety procedures provided below.  
All participants in the vessel experience should be aware of the safety procedures listed in this handout. 
Safety is our highest priority. Observe the special precautions for being out on the water. 
 
8. Take measures to reduce insect exposure. 
Ticks live in grassy and wooded areas, and have at times been seen in learning areas at AWRI. You may wish 
to apply insect repellant in advance of outdoor learning to prevent exposure to mosquitos and ticks. Advise 
your group to check clothing and body thoroughly for ticks after participating in the landside program. 
Information on preventing tick exposure and conducting a tick check can be found here: 
https://www.cdc.gov/ticks/prevention/index.html   

https://www.cdc.gov/ticks/prevention/index.html


 
 

Safety Procedures Aboard the D.J. Angus and W.G. Jackson 
 
Be sure that everyone in your group is aware of the importance of safety aboard the vessels by reviewing 
these procedures with them prior to their cruise. Especially in the event of an emergency, these procedures 
are vitally important. 
 
1. The Captain, deckhand, and science instructors have all been trained in safety procedures. In case of an 

emergency, the Captain is responsible for directing the response effort, which will be carried out by the 
crew and instructors. The Captain’s orders must be followed and everyone must cooperate to the 
fullest.  

 
2. Due to Coast Guard regulations, all personnel and baggage are subject to search. Student backpacks 

and other non-necessary items are not allowed on the vessels. Rules regarding restricted items will be 
enforced and trips can be terminated if there are any security issues. 

 
3. The Captain can require individuals to wear personal flotation devices (life jackets) during the vessel 

trip at their discretion.  Life jackets will ONLY be worn as directed by the Captain and crew. Life jackets 
will not be issued to entire groups on a routine basis, as this creates safety hazards and tripping risks 
onboard.  

 
4. The yellow lines painted on the deck are there for safety reasons. You must have permission from an 

instructor or a crew member before crossing a yellow line. No one is permitted on the bow (front deck) 
or to walk around the outside of the cabin at any time unless accompanied by an instructor or crew 
member.  

 
5. Access to the pilot house is restricted. You must have explicit permission from the Captain before 

entering the pilot house.  
 
6. Do not touch the winch or its cable. The deckhand will operate the winch near the "hero platform" and 

at least one person may be assigned to help. That person must wear a life jacket. No one may stand on 
the "hero platform" while the vessel is underway. 

 
7. No running, pushing, or sitting on rails is allowed. Both feet should be on the deck at all times. If the 

water is rough, hold on to the rail or lab bench with one hand and be extra cautious.  
 
8. Wear safety glasses and gloves whenever chemicals are used. Do not consume food or drink in areas 

where chemicals are used.  
  
9. Do not leave items unsecured or loose on the cabinet tops or on the deck. Shirts and shoes must be 

worn at all times. 
 
10. Report all accidents, including broken equipment, to the Science Instructors. There are first aid kits on-

board for minor emergencies. 
 
11. Follow all directions from the instructors, Captain, and crew. If you don’t understand something, ask for 

clarification.  
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